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The structure of the higher education system

In terms of the types and levels of programmes , higher education provides (6) :

Åvocational programmes : programmes of at least 3 semesters, provided by public and 

non - public higher education institutions. A curriculum for a specialist programme

sets out learning outcomes that integrate universal first - degree descriptors as 

defined in the Integrated Qualifications System. It includes classes / activities 

developing practical skills

Åfirst - cycle programmes : undergraduate programmes for applicants holding the 

maturity certificate, which provide knowledge and skills in a specific area of study 

and prepare for work in a specific profession, leading to a Bachelorôs / Engineerôs

degree ( licencjat or inŨynier)

Åsecond - cycle programmes : graduate programmes for applicants holding a Bachelorôs 

( licencjat or inŨynier) level degree, which provide specialist knowledge in a 

specific area of study and prepare for creative work in a specific profession, 

leading to a Masterôs (magister ) or an equivalent degree; second - cycle graduates 

may apply for admission to a doctoral school



Ålong - cycle programmes : graduate programmes for applicants holding the maturity 

certificate, which provide specialist knowledge in a specific area of study and prepare 

for creative work in a profession, leading to a Masterôs (magister ) or an equivalent 

degree; long - cycle graduates may apply for admission to a doctoral school ( examples

include , among others : law, psychology , medicine , veterinary medicine )

Ådoctoral training : doctoral training open to applicants holding a Masterôs or 

equivalent degree, which provides advanced knowledge in a specific area or discipline of 

science, and prepares for independent and creative research and for the award of a 

doctoral degree ( doktor )

Ånon- degree post - graduate programmes : programmes for holders of a higher education 

diploma / degree



Fees

Full - time studies (in the Polish language) at the state Higher Education 

Institutions (HEIs) are free for Polish students and foreigners who commence 

studies in Poland on terms applicable to Polish citizens . These include citizens of 

the EU/EEA and students who hold the Polish Charter ( Karta Polaka ). All other 

foreigners are required to pay tuition fees that on average are the following:

EUR 2000 per year for the first, second and long cycle studies

EUR 3000 per year for postgraduate as well as scientific, arts, specialist and 

post - doctoral internships

EUR 2000 per year for an annual preparatory Polish language course to commence 

studies in Polish

Source: Ministryof Education



Fees

Fees at public and non - public HEIs are established by the institution itself under 

the condition that they cannot be lower than the costs of the education 

process. The tuition fees range from EUR 2000 to 6000 per year and depend on the 

institution and study program (for MBA programs: about EUR 8000 - 12,000 per year).

Please take note that actual fees and specific study conditions are described in 

the framework agreement between individual institutions or between the student and 

the given university .

Doctoral colleges are a notable exception , as not only do they offer tuition - free 

education but also provide a scholarship for all doctoral candidates in a full - time 

programme .

Source: Ministryof Education



With regard to their founding bodies, HEIs are divided into:

Åpublic institutions , established by the State, as represented by the competent 

authority or public administration body; 

Ånon- public institutions , established by natural persons or legal persons other 

than a legal entity administered by national or local authorities.

In organisational terms, they are divided into:

Åuniversity - type institutions ( uczelnia akademicka ) that conduct research activity 

and have been awarded research grade / category A+, A or B+ in at least 1 

discipline of science or fine arts; and

Åvocational institutions ( uczelnia zawodowa) that offer programmes responding to 

the needs of the socio - economic environment and do not fulfil the criteria for a 

university - type HEI.



Several specific types of HEIs are supervised in some areas of their 

activity by ministers other than the minister responsible for higher 

education and science:

Åa military higher education institution: a public HEI supervised by the minister 

responsible for national defense ;

Åa government service higher education institution: a public HEI supervised by the 

minister responsible for home affairs ;

Åa higher education for art studies : a public HEI supervised by the minister 

responsible for culture and national heritage ;

Åa medical higher education institution: a public HEI supervised by the minister 

responsible for health ;

Åa higher education institution for maritime studies : a public HEI supervised by 

the minister responsible for maritime economy .



Matters relating to the development of research, the training of students and doctoral 

students, and the functioning of higher education institutions (HEIs) fall within the remit of 

the minister responsible for higher education ï

since 1 January 2021, the Minister of Education and Science

The structure of the Ministry of Education and Science comprises the Ministerôs Political 

Cabinet and the following organisational units:

Ministerôs Office Budget and Finance Department

Department for Structural Funds Information and Promotion Department

Innovation and Development Department Inspection and Audit Department

General Education Department Science Department

Department for School Education Legislation Department for Higher Education and 

Science Legislation

Department for Curricula i Textbooks Department for Research and Investment 

Programmes

Higher Education Department International Cooperation Department

Department for Cooperation with Local Government Preschool Education and Inclusive Education 

Department

Office of the Director General Department for Policy, Qualifications and 

Vocational Education and Training



Responsibilities and powers of the minister in charge of higher 

education

The minister responsible for higher education supervises the activities of HEIs in 

respect of their compliance with the law, their statutes and the permit granted for 

the establishment of a non - public HEI, and proper use of public funds. 

The minister may request information and clarification from the governing bodies of 

an HEI and the founder of a non - public HEI, and may conduct inspections of HEIs.



Responsibilities and powers of the minister in charge of higher 

education

By regulation , the minister responsible for higher education:

1. establishes public non - university higher education institutions or changes their 

names;

2. incorporates a public non - university higher education institution or research 

institute into a public higher education institution;

3. closes non - university higher education institutions;

4. restricts or suspends, on a temporary basis, activities of higher education 

institutions in the entire territory of the country or its parts, taking into 

consideration emerging threats (in extraordinary circumstances that may pose a threat 

to the lives or health of academic community members) .
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CRASP

The Conference of Rectors of Academic Schools in

Poland (CRASP) was formed 25 years ago by Polish

institutions of higher education which had the right

to award the doctor's degree (or equivalent) in at

least one scientific discipline .

CRASP is the institution representing higher

education and science community , as defined in Act -

Law on higher education and science .

CRASP safeguards traditional academic values ,

including the constitutional principle of higher

education institutions autonomy which guarantees the

right of these institutions to present their

positions on all issues of interest to the academic

community . The Conference is governed by the

Statutes .


